
Guidelines for Drinking-
Water Quality
Second Edition, Vol II:
Health criteria and other
supporting information
WHO, Geneva, 1996.
973pp. Hbk. SF 182 {US$234)***
ISBN 9241544805
This is an excellent reference book for
all specialists active in water supply
and water-pollution control. The many
contributors involved in its preparation
(listed in Annex 1) are to be congratu-
lated. The data presented is the basis
for the guideline values summarized in
Annex 2, and described in detail in Vol-
ume I: Recommendations.
The volume is divided into three

parts, covering the microbiological,
physical and chemical, and radiological
aspects of water quality, with the major
input - around 80 per cent - dis-
cussing the various chemical sub-
stances/contaminants that may be pre-
sent in water. The use of a standard for-
mat for all substances within each sec-
tion, together with the supporting refer-
ence lists, enables the reader to locate
information easily.
Part I, 'Microbiological aspects' ,

includes sub-sections on pathogenic/
parasitic bacteria, viruses, protozoa,
and helminths (parasitic worms). In
addition to general data, these seg-
ments provide information on the
health effects and routes of exposure.
The inclusion of figures and/or plates
would have been useful.
Part 2, 'Chemical and physical

aspects, has comprehensive chapters
devoted to inorganic constituents and
physical parameters; organic pollu-
tants; pesticides; and disinfectants and
disinfectant by-products. For each
chemical there are details on how it
affects the sensory organs, the environ-
mental fate and levels; and experimen-
tal results on animals/in vitro systems,
with, where appropriate, the basis for
guideline values.
Part 3 gives a concise summary of

radiological aspects.
Although available at a reduced rate

overseas, as opposed to the full £135;
this price may restrict the distribution
of, and access to, this useful reference
book in many countries. As the capac-
ity/capability to determine many of the
organic substances, including pesti-
cides, is low in a number of these
countries, it may be worth considering I

publishing sections of the volume
separately, to ensure wider availability
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and access to the most relevant
sections for practitioners in these
countries.

Margaret Ince, WEDC
*** There is a 30% discount for devel-
oping countries, and a 50% discount
for NGOs; NGOs can purchase a copy
for use in the South at the special
developing-country price LESS their
50% discount - p&p inclusive.
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