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9 July 2014
The Sugar Reduction Summit: Science, Policy and Public Health, The Royal Society, 
London, UK
www.thesugarreductionsummit.co.uk/

16–17 July
Global Food & Beverage Packaging Summit, Chicago, USA
www.fbpackaging.com/

16–18 July
FoodAfrica 2014, Nairobi, Kenya, 
www.foodtradeafrica.com/ 

5–7 August
International FoodTec Brasil, Curitiba, Brazil
www.foodtecbrasil.com/en/iftb/home/index.php 

17–22 August
60th International Congress of Meat Science & Technology, Punta del Este, Uruguay 
www.icomst2014.org/

1–4 September
Food Micro 2014, Nantes, France
www.foodmicro2014.org

3–6 September 
Food and the Internet, SIEF 20th International Ethnological Food Research 
Conference, University of Łódź, Poland
www.20foodconference.uni.lodz.pl/

9–10 September 
The International Conference on Vertical Farming and Urban Agriculture, 
Nottingham, UK
http://vfua.org/

September 24
Ethics of Food Security in a Changing Society, London, UK
<http://www.cumberlandlodge.ac.uk/Programme/Forthcoming+events/Ethics+of
+Food+Security+in+a+Changing+Society>

Events
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8–10 October
Conference on Life Cycle Assessment in the Agri-Food Sector Towards Sustainable 
Food Systems, San Francisco, USA
http://lcafood2014.org/

8–10 October
The Reformulation Series, Amsterdam, Netherlands
www.fi-reformulation.com

5–7 November
6th International AESOP Sustainable Food Planning Conference, Leeuwarden, 
Netherlands
www.findingspaces.nl/aesop6/

12 November 
Supply Chain Summit, London, UK
www.igd.com/Our-Services/Conferences-and-Events/Supply-Chain-Summit-2014/
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Food Chain
Guidelines for authors

Scope
Food Chain is an international peer-reviewed journal for professionals involved in developing 
the supply of high-quality foods from the ‘farm gate to the plate’ and for those promoting 
the use of food processing to alleviate poverty and hunger. Food Chain aims to bridge the gap 
between research and practice: we encourage papers written by researchers for the benefit of 
people who put ideas into practice in the field, and those written by practitioners to inform 
the need for further research. The content will cover all aspects of promoting food chains, 
from on-farm processing and post-harvest storage, to the operation of small food processing 
businesses, supply of food processing or analytical equipment, hygiene and quality assurance, 
marketing, distribution, finance, and the place of small-scale processing in the wider business 
environment. Agriculture and nutrition will not feature per se in the journal, but it will include 
aspects of crop supplies and their quality, nutrition/food security and food relief operations, 
where these impact on local food processors. The journal will also include details of Internet 
and published sources of food processing information, book reviews, local food processing 
associations and groups, letters and links to relevant Internet forums, news of forthcoming 
events, exhibitions, trade shows, conferences or training courses are also welcome.
Format
Articles should be between 2000 and 6000 words in length: articles covering specific projects 
and field reports may be shorter (2000–3000 words), whereas more analytical, research-based 
papers, or overviews may be longer (5000–6000 words). Technical reports of up to 2000 
words are also welcome. The editor welcomes authors sending 100–150 word outlines of their 
proposed article for discussion and guidance prior to writing the full article.

Please submit your article as a Word document containing the text, including title (up to 
12 words), abstract (100–150 words), keywords (up to 5), references (no more than 15), and 
captions to tables, boxes and figures. Include one sentence on the author’s occupation or 
expertise, and email address for correspondence. Acknowledgements are not encouraged but if 
important to include, please keep them to one sentence.
References and footnotes
Food Chain does not have footnotes. Material of this type should either be incorporated into 
the text (possibly in brackets) or omitted. References should be given in the Harvard style e.g. 
(Smith, 2001) in the text, together with, in a list at the end:

Smith, John (2001) ‘Quality assurance in the coffee supply chain’, London: DFID.
Please include the DOI number at the end of the reference if available.

Tables and Figures
• Tables should be set up in Word, numbered consecutively, and remain in the text where 

they should appear.
• Graphs or diagrams that were originally composed in Excel, should be linked as an object 

in the Word file, and sent as separate files. Data should be displayed in greyscale or with 
patterns rather than colours; they should be in 2-D rather than 3-D. Graphs and line images 
should be referred to in the text with the figure title and numbered consecutively.

• Line images should be submitted in black and white, with no areas of solid grey, and at a 
resolution of 600 dots per inch at the size you would like it published or larger.

• Photographs and illustrations. We accept colour photographs (though these appear in 
greyscale in print), preferably in TIFF or PostScript format (at least 300 dpi for size 12 cm 
wide). Please always send them as separate files, not embedded in the Word document.

Submission, editorial selection procedures and copyright assignment
An article should be submitted as an email attachment. Once received, it will be acknowledged 
by the editor, who will check the article is within the scope of the journal. It will then be read 
by at least two other reviewers. When the reviewers’ comments have been received, usually 
within six weeks, the editor will convey their decision to the author. Unless the decision is not 
to publish, the reviewers usually ask for some revisions or they have a few queries.

If it is agreed that the article is suitable for publishing, the final decision on which issue it 
is most suitable for is made at the editorial committee meeting, approximately three months 
before the issue will be published. The Managing Editor then edits the article and prepares it 
for publication. She will send each author a single copy of the issue when it is published: please 
send her the postal address to which copies should be sent. Articles should be submitted to the 
Managing Editor, Clare Tawney, via email: foodchain@practicalaction.org.uk.

The journal’s policy is to acquire copyright for all contributions. Once articles have been 
submitted for publication authors will be sent a copyright assignment form which they should 
sign and return to the Practical Action Publishing office.
Payment and extra copies
Food Chain is published by Practical Action Publishing, part of the registered charity Practical 
Action, and we regret that we cannot pay authors. We don’t distribute offprints or pdfs but 
authors who would like to order extra copies are eligible for an author discount. Please contact 
publishinginfo@practicalaction.org.uk.
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inFormation For SubSCribErS
Annual subscription rates – 2014

Institutional premium rate (combined online and print): US$260 UK £130 €195

Institutional electronic rate (online edition only): US$208 UK £104 €156

Personal rate (print edition only): US$104 UK £52   €78

All print subscriptions are sent by consolidated air-speeded post. Subscriptions are entered on an annual 
basis, i.e. January to December, are payable in advance, and include postage. Payment may be made by 
sterling cheque, dollar cheque, euro cheque, international money order, national Giro, or credit card 
(Amex, Visa, Mastercard).

Customers in the UK should add VAT at 6%. Customers in the EU should also add VAT at 6% or provide  
a VAT registration number or evidence of entitlement to exemption. Customers in Canada should add  
6% GST or provide evidence of entitlement to exemption.

The institutional premium rate subscription includes online access to the current and all online back files 
to 1 January 2000, where available.

Reduced rate subscriptions are available for institutions in selected developing countries. For further 
information contact publishinginfo@practicalaction.org.uk

Ordering information

Portland Customer Services, Portland Press Ltd., Commerce Way, Colchester C02 8HP, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351; Fax: +44 (0)1206 799331; E-mail: sales@portland-services.com

Subscriber address changes should be sent to Portland Customer Services.

Back issues

Single issues from current and past volumes are available for purchase at the current single issue price from 
Portland Customer Services who retain a complete stock of back issues for claim or purchase purposes.

The online edition of this journal is hosted by Metapress and may be accessed via  
www.developmentbookshelf.com where eligible subscribers should sign up for electronic access.  
If you experience any problems accessing Food Chain online, please contact Customer Services at  
help@metapress.com.

Electronic versions of all articles to have appeared in past issues are available for immediate purchase and 
download to subscribers without electronic access and to non-subscribers from
www.developmentbookshelf.com.

Copyright and photocopying

Journal compilation copyright Practical Action Publishing. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or by any means without prior permission in writing 
from the copyright holder. 

Authorization to photocopy items for internal and personal use is granted by the copyright holder for 
libraries and other organizations registered with their local Reproduction Rights Organisation (RRO). For 
details of your local RRO, please contact International Federation of Reproductive Rights Organisations 
(IFPRO), rue du Prince Royal 87, B-1050, Brussels, Belgium (ifpro@skynet.be); Copyright Clearance Center 
Inc., 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA (info@copyright.com); Copyright Licensing Agency, 
90 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P 0LP, UK (cla@cla,co,uk). This authorization does not extend to 
any other kind of copying, by any means, in any form, and for any purpose other than private research use.

All other requests to reproduce copyright material should be directed in writing, to Permissions Department, 
Practical Action Publishing, Schumacher Centre for Technology and Development, Bourton on Dunsmore, 
Rugby, Warwickshire CV23 9QZ, United Kingdom (publishinginfo@practicalaction.org.uk)

Further information

For more information or a complete and up-to-date guide to Practical Action Publishing’s journal and book 
titles, visit our website www.practicalactionpublishing.org or contact publishinginfo@practicalaction.org.uk.

Copyright


